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U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Paul B. Snyder of

Western District of Washington Reappointed

SAN FRANCISCO — Chief Judge Alex Kozinski of the United States Court of Appeals

for the Ninth Circuit has announced the reappointment of federal Bankruptcy Judge Paul

B. Snyder to the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Washington.

Judge Snyder, 61, maintains chambers in Tacoma.  His reappointment to a second 14-year

term will be effective Nov. 1, 2010.

Born in Spokane, Judge Snyder received his B.A. from the University of Washington in

1971; his J.D. from the University of Puget Sound in 1975; and his LL.M. from George

Washington, School of Law, in 1979. 

Prior to his first appointment to the bankruptcy bench, Judge Snyder was a partner at the

Tacoma law firms of Davies Pearson, P.C., from 1980 to 1990, and McGavick, Graves,

P.S., from 1990 to 1996.  He served as a Chapter 7 bankruptcy trustee for the Western

District of Washington and was a past member of the Creditor-Debtor Executive

Committee of the Washington Bar Association. Judge Snyder served in the Naval

Reserve from 1966 to 1974.

The U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of Washington reported 24,217

bankruptcy filings in 2009.  The court has five bankruptcy judges sitting in Seattle and

Tacoma.

Judges of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit have statutory responsibility for

selecting and appointing bankruptcy judges in the nine western states that comprise the 

Ninth Circuit.  The court uses a comprehensive merit selection process for the initial

appointment and reappointments.  Bankruptcy judges serve a 14-year, renewable term, at

a salary of $160,080, and handle all bankruptcy-related matters under the U.S.

Bankruptcy Code.
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